
Want more?
Decision making is the 
theme of the August 2011 
issue of the Adding Value 
newsletter. 

The free Adding Value 
newsletter is published twice 
per term by the Young New 
Zealanders Foundation.

PDF issues are emailed to 
teachers who register their 
interest by sending their 
name, school and email address 
to newsletter@youngnz.org.nz 
with “Subscribe” in the 
subject line.

Time for Some Fun … �
Decision Making Word Sear

PO Box 33-1316, Takapuna 
North Shore 0740 

New Zealand
Phone: +64-(0)9-440-5200
Fax: +64-(0)9-443-4902

Email: info@youngnz.org.nz
Website: www.youngnz.org.nz

Adding Value
Issue Nº 7 - August 2011Welcome … 

to the August issue of Adding Value.
We at the Young New Zealanders Foundation hope you all have had a restful break away from school and have come back refreshed for Term 3. It’s going to be an exciting term with the World Cup commencing at the end of Week 6! (Go the All Blacks!)

Our last issue dealt with the importance of making good choices rather than rushing into situations without first thinking about consequences. In this issue, students will be challenged by the idea that they do not always have to follow advice that is given to them. I wish I had a dollar for every time I have heard the excuse, “Oh, she told me to do it!” – I’d be rich! 
Deciding what advice to follow and what to ignore can be very difficult for young people, especially if they do not have strong self-esteem. Being an emerging adolescent can be all about fitting in and acting like the “cool kids”. We want our young people to be able to listen to advice, but then to think for themselves and make decisions for action based on the likelihood of positive outcomes. Tricky stuff!

Thank you to everyone who has sent in feedback about Adding Value – we are pleased that you are enjoying the fables and activities, and we hope you will continue to do so! Please feel free to send us your thoughts and ideas by emailing newsletter@youngnz.org.nz 
The next issue, to be sent to you in September, continues with the theme of developing independence through making good choices – this time with the focus on self-reliance.

Kind regards

Education ConsultantYoung New Zealanders Foundation

The Man, the Boy& the DonkeyBy Aesop

Theme: Decision making - Are you brave enough to 
think for yourself?
Once there was a man and a boy who were travelling 
with their donkey to market. The donkey was carrying 
the goods the man and the boy wanted to sell. It was 
quite a long journey, but a journey they were all used 
to taking.

As they were walking along the road, the man and 
the boy either side of the donkey, they happened to 
pass a nobleman. The nobleman looked at the trio 
and scoffed loudly. “You fools!” he laughed. “What is a 
donkey for, but to ride upon?”
The man did not want to appear a fool and so he 
rearranged the donkey’s load and instructed the boy 
to climb up onto the donkey’s back. 
A little further down the road they came upon a 
group of men. As they passed, the man heard one of 
group say, “Look at that lazy youngster sitting high 
and mighty on the donkey while his poor father has 
to walk along this dusty trail. That man needs to sort 
the boy out, otherwise true laziness will take hold 
and then he’ll never get any work out him!”
So the man quickly ordered the boy off the donkey 
and climbed on himself.
Soon the trio passed two old women who were 
walking in the other direction. The women stared at 
the man riding on the donkey, glanced down at the 
boy walking beside and raised their eyes in disbelief. 
“Shame on that lazy lout up there on the donkey 
while his poor son trudges in the dirt. What sort of 
example is he setting the youngster?”
Overhearing this, the man did now not know what to 
do. After giving his dilemma some thought, he leant 

down and lifted the boy up onto the donkey 
before him.

Before long they came to the outskirts of the market town. The road became busier the closer to the town they got. The passers-by began to jeer and point at them. One of the 

continues ➤

Sarah Barrett-Hamilton
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Can you find all the words listed below?

M N O I T A N I M R E T E D

P N H I N N I A D V I C E N

T R U S T T R C F R N U S R

O V E R C O M E V E I L E B

I S C S L M A E D L I O S N

N N S I S R M N W I N N E R

C A F E S U E I L A S T C C

C H T G C P R I R B S N I Q

B A H G E C N E D I F N O C

T K I D R G U A L L D N H C

R A N R O Q T S E I I A C R

D I K C N H T A P T H G I R

G K O O G C I O E Y O C E E

I I C R I V V O G A L C V E

It is truly said: it does not take much strength 

to fo things, but it requires great strength 

to decide what to do. 
Chow Ching
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ADVICE
BELIEVE
CHOICES
CONFIDENCE
CONQUER

CONSIDER
DETERMINATION
FEARS
IGNORE
INDEPENDENCE

KIA KAHA
LISTEN
OVERCOME
PRESSURE
RELIABILITY
RIGHT PATH
SUCCESS
THINK
TRUST
WINNER


